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Children’s Talk: The Lord Provides

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of
Jesus was there. Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the
wedding. And when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him,
“They have no wine.”

Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My
hour has not yet come.”

His mother said to the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.”

Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according to the manner of
purification of the Jews, containing two or three measures each. Jesus said to
them, “Fill the waterpots with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. And
He said to them, “Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast.”
And they took it. When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was
made wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had
drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom. And he
said to him, “Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when
the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the good wine
until now!”

This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His
glory; and His disciples believed in Him.

After this He went down to Capernaum, He, His mother, His brothers, and His
disciples; and they did not stay there many days. (John 2:1-12)
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| suspect that most people find themselves asking the Lord for quite a lot in
prayer. It’s true that prayer is more than just asking the Lord for something. Any kind
of speaking to or with God is genuine prayer. But the asking part of prayer is what
we will focus on today. The Lord Himself urges us to ask Him for things, and even
promises that what we ask will be accomplished:

If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire,
and it shall be done for you. (John 15:7)

Clearly there is great power in making requests of the Lord; and yet just as clearly it
must be more than just asking for whatever material desire comes to mind; if that
were all it took we would be millionaires. It is important that we give thought to what
exactly we ask from the Lord, and also try to get a better understanding of how those
prayers are answered. To do this we will focus on the story of King Solomon.
Solomon was the son of David, the greatest king of Israel to date. Early in his
reign Solomon saw the Lord in a dream, and was given the chance to ask for
whatever he wanted:
Now the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high
place: Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon
Jehovah appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask! What
shall | give you?” (1 Kings 3:4-5)
Before we get to how Solomon answered | want to spend a little time on the Lord’s
statement: “Ask! What shall | give you?” This command/question is crucial in how we
approach the Lord. The Teachings of the New Church explain that the Lord is
consistently shown to ask questions in the Word in spite of the fact that He already

knows the answer. He does not ask in order to get new information; He asks so that

the one addressing Him has a chance to reflect on what is needed and then
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consciously choose to receive it from the Lord. We benefit immensely from asking
the Lord for the things that He was going to give us all along. As Jesus taught, we
always should pray, and not lose heart (Luke 18:1).

When Solomon responded to the Lord’s question, he did not jump right into
what he wanted or needed. He laid out the situation he found himself in and his own
place in it:

And Solomon said: “You have shown great mercy to Your servant David my

father, because he walked before You in truth, in righteousness, and in

uprightness of heart with You; You have continued this great mercy for him,
and You have given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day.

Now, O Jehovah my God, You have made Your servant king instead of my

father David, but | am a little child; | do not know how to go out or come in.

And Your servant is in the midst of Your people whom You have chosen, a

great people, too numerous to be numbered or counted. (1 Kings 3:6-8)
Solomon acknowledged two things here: first all that the Lord had done for His father
David, and second just how much he needed the Lord in order to rule as a good
king. In our own prayers to the Lord we can acknowledge the same two things:
gratitude and humility. This is the only mind-set in which we can receive any of the
things we ask for. If we go to the Lord with love of self we will have no room in our
hearts for what the Lord has to offer. The Teachings of the New Church make it clear
that worship cannot happen if there is no humility present:

To the extent therefore that a person acknowledges his own condition he can

possess true humility, and when engaged in worship can have real devotion.

For all worship must contain humility, and if separated from it no adoration

and so no worship at all is present.

The reason a state of humility is vital to worship itself is that insofar as the

heart is humbled self-love and all resulting evil come to an end; and insofar as

these come to an end good and truth, that is, charity and faith, flow in from the

Lord. For what above all else stands in the way of their being received is self-

love. (Secrets of Heaven §2327)

As we approach the Lord and acknowledge both His power and our weakness, we

put ourselves in a position of stepping aside or getting out of our own way so that we
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can simply ask the Lord in humility and in humility receive whatever answer He
chooses to give.

Having acknowledged these things himself, Solomon made his request:

Therefore give to Your servant a hearing heart to judge Your people, to

understand between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people

of Yours? (1 Kings 3:9)

A couple of things to note about this request. First of all, notice that he did not ask
the Lord to change his circumstances: he asked the Lord to change his heart. He
specifically asked for a heart that could listen in a way that would allow him to be a
just king, and that would allow him to understand good and evil. It's tempting to
always be asking the Lord to change our circumstances or other people. But the
area that thing we have the most right to ask the Lord to change is our own hearts.
Regardless of whether the Lord changes our circumstances or other people, He will
always work with us to change us.

The change is also one that is not external, but internal, specifically having to
do with heart and mind. | was struck by the fact that while Solomon was known for
his wisdom, these passages speak not just of understanding and knowledge, but of
the heart as well. The most precious things we can ask from the Lord are
encapsulated in this imagery: we need the Lord’s love and wisdom, partnered
together such that our love is wise and our wisdom is loving. We do not just need a
heart, we need a heart that can listen and distinguish good from evil; and a mind that
does not just assess and judge, but a mind that is bent towards justice and
righteousness.

From this sort of wise heart we can discern between good and evil, and
choose the good. Ultimately this is the most important thing that the Lord provides

through prayer: the ability to repent and regenerate as a person, and so live a good
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life. We might prefer some other kind of result, such as competence to deal with a
task, or profound intelligence on a given subject, or recognition for our efforts, or to
be absolved of responsibility, or any manner of other things that would make life
simpler and easier; but if we only receive from the Lord the ability to do what is right
and good, the rest is relatively unimportant. To live a good life is worth more than
any other goal.

And indeed, because Solomon had requested exactly this, and forgone long
life or riches or the life of his enemies, the Lord could both fulfil his request and also
give what had not been asked:

And the word was good in the eyes of the Lord, that Solomon had asked this

thing. Then God said to him: “Because you have asked this thing, and have

not asked long life for yourself, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have
asked the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to
hear justice, behold, | have done according to your words; see, | have given
you a wise and understanding heart, so that there has not been anyone like
you before you, nor shall any like you arise after you. And | have also given
you what you have not asked: both riches and honour, so that there shall not
be anyone like you among the kings all your days. So if you walk in My ways,

to keep My statutes and My commandments, as your father David walked,
then | will lengthen your days.” (1 Kings 3:10-14)

Because Solomon had asked for the spiritual qualities that would guide him as king,
the Lord gave what He asked, and indeed gave him external blessings as well. The
Teachings of the New Church confirm that when we ask for spiritual and heavenly
things in prayer, the Lord does give an answer:
If his prayer springs from love and faith, and if they are wholly heavenly and
spiritual things about which and for which he prays, something like a
revelation is present within his prayer which manifests itself in the affection of

the one praying in the form of hope, comfort, or some inward joy. (Secrets of
Heaven §2535)

When we pray from love and faith, and for heavenly and spiritual things, in addition
to those qualities themselves, we are granted hope, comfort, and inward joy. These

are the blessings that come from and through prayer. In prayer look for what is
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spiritual, and then you will start to see where and how the Lord is granting spiritual,
rather than natural, blessings.

We begin by looking at the Lord’s words that whatever we ask in prayer will
be done. I'll read those words again, but this time with a focus on the fact that it
begins with an “if” statement:

If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire,
and it shall be done for you. (John 15:7)

If you abide in me, and my words abide in you. If we live for those qualities that are
from the Lord, qualities of love and faith, heavenly and spiritual qualities, then the
desires of our prayers will be done for us. The fact that the response will be a
spiritual one is not a limit on the Lord’s ability to answer our prayers; it is rather an
infinite expansion: there is no end to the spiritual blessings that can come, as we
abide in Him, receive love and wisdom from Him, and live His teachings more and

more fully to eternity.
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