Readings from the Word of God
Sunday, 3 March 2024

Luke 16:19-31

There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared
sumptuously every day. But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores,
who was laid at his gate, desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich
man’s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. So it was that the beggar
died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died
and was buried. And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.

Then he cried and said, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that
he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for | am tormented in
this flame.” But Abraham said, “Son, remember that in your lifetime you received
your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you
are tormented. And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed,
so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there
pass to us.”

Then he said, “I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s
house, for | have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this
place of torment.” Abraham said to him, “They have Moses and the prophets; let
them hear them.” And he said, “No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the
dead, they will repent.” But he said to him, “If they do not hear Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.”

Secrets of Heaven §9231

his "desiring to be filled with the crumbs that fell from the rich man's table" signified
his longing to learn a few truths from those within the church who had abundance of
them; "the dogs which licked his sores" denote those outside the church who are in
good, although not in the genuine good of faith; "licking sores" denotes healing them
by such means as are within their power.

Heaven and Hell §268

It can be seen how great the wisdom of angels is from the fact that in the heavens

there is a communication of all things; intelligence and wisdom are communicated

from one to another, and heaven is a common sharing of all goods; and this for the
reason that heavenly love is such that it wishes what is its own to be another's.

Luke 10:33-35

But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw
him, he had compassion. So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on
oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care
of him. On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the
innkeeper, and said to him, “Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when |
come again, | will repay you.’



Apocalypse Explained 8444:14

"to bind up the wounds and to pour in oil and wine" signifies providing a remedy
against the falsities that have injured his life, by instructing him in the good of love
and the truth of faith...

"to set him on his own beast" signifies according to his understanding so far as he
was able...

"to lead him to an inn and to take care of him" signifies to lead him to those who are
better instructed in the knowledges of good and truth, an "inn" being a place where
foods and drinks are bought, which signify the knowledges of good and truth, thence
spiritual nourishment which is communicated by instruction;

"he gave to the host two denarii’s, and said to him, Take care of him, and
whatsoever you spend more, when | come back again | will repay you," signifies all
things of charity in the measure of his ability and capacity.

Mark 2:17

Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. | did not
come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.



