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Luke 14:27-33 
And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. For 
which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, 
whether he has enough to finish it— lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not 
able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, saying, “This man began to build and 
was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going to make war against another king, does 
not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who 
comes against him with twenty thousand? Or else, while the other is still a great way 
off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace. So likewise, whoever of you 
does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple. 
 

Matthew 20:20-28 
Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Him with her sons, kneeling down and 
asking something from Him. 
And He said to her, “What do you wish?”  
She said to Him, “Grant that these two sons of mine may sit, one on Your right hand 
and the other on the left, in Your kingdom.” 
But Jesus answered and said, “You do not know what you ask. Are you able to drink 
the cup that I am about to drink, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 
with?”  
They said to Him, “We are able.” 
So He said to them, “You will indeed drink My cup, and be baptized with the baptism 
that I am baptized with; but to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give, 
but it is for those for whom it is prepared by My Father.” 
And when the ten heard it, they were greatly displeased with the two brothers. But 
Jesus called them to Himself and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord 
it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. Yet it shall not 
be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your 
servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave— just as 
the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom 
for many.” 
 

Heaven and Hell §408 
I have talked with spirits who believed heaven and heavenly joy to consist in their 
being great; but such were told that in heaven he that is least is greatest, since he is 
called least who has, and wishes to have, no power or wisdom from himself, but only 
from the Lord, he that is least in that sense having the greatest happiness, and as he 
has the greatest happiness, it follows that he is greatest; for he has thereby from the 
Lord all power and excels all in wisdom. What is it to be the greatest unless to be the 
most happy? For to be the most happy is what the powerful seek through power and 
the rich through riches. It was further said that heaven does not consist in a desire to 
be least for the purpose of being greatest, for that would be aspiring and longing to 
be the greatest; but it consists in desiring from the heart the good of others more 
than one's own, and in serving others with a view to their happiness, not with 
recompense as an end, but from love. 
 



Apocalypse Revealed §352 
There are three things that hang together and cannot be separated: love, wisdom 
and useful life endeavour. If one is taken away, the other two collapse. 


