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 Genesis 9:8-17 
Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying: “And as for Me, behold, I 
establish My covenant with you and with your descendants after you, and with every 
living creature that is with you: the birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with 
you, of all that go out of the ark, every beast of the earth. Thus I establish My 
covenant with you: Never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood; 
never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 
And God said: “This is the sign of the covenant which I make between Me and you, 
and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations: I set My rainbow 
in the cloud, and it shall be for the sign of the covenant between Me and the earth. It 
shall be, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the rainbow shall be seen in the 
cloud; and I will remember My covenant which is between Me and you and every 
living creature of all flesh; the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all 
flesh. The rainbow shall be in the cloud, and I will look on it to remember the 
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the 
earth.” And God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant which I have 
established between Me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
 

Genesis 9:18-24 
Now the sons of Noah who went out of the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. And 
Ham was the father of Canaan. These three were the sons of Noah, and from these 
the whole earth was populated. 
And Noah began to be a farmer, and he planted a vineyard. Then he drank of the 
wine and was drunk, and became uncovered in his tent. And Ham, the father of 
Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brothers outside. But 
Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their shoulders, and went 
backward and covered the nakedness of their father. Their faces were turned away, 
and they did not see their father’s nakedness. 
So Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done to him. 
 

Secrets of Heaven §1079 
Here, those who are in faith separated from charity are described by "Ham" in his 
"seeing the nakedness of his father" that is, his errors and perversions; for they who 
are of this character see nothing else in a person…. 
Where there is no charity, there is the love of self, and therefore hatred against all 
who do not favour self. Consequently such persons see in the neighbour only what is 
evil, and if they see anything good, they either perceive it as nothing, or put a bad 
interpretation upon it. 
 

Secrets of Heaven §1080 
…with those who are in no charity, there is continual contempt for others, or 
continual derision, and on every occasion a publishing of their errors. 
 

Secrets of Heaven §1079 



Those who are in the faith of charity observe what is good, and if they see anything 
evil and false, they excuse it, and if they can, try to amend it in him, as is here said of 
Shem and Japheth…. 
They who are in charity scarcely see the evil of another, but observe all his goods 
and truths, and put a good interpretation on what is evil and false. Such are all the 
angels, which they have from the Lord, who bends all evil into good. 
 

Secrets of Heaven §1088 
Those who are in charity think nothing but good of their neighbour and speak only 
well of him, and this not for their own sake or the favour of another whom they flatter, 
but from the Lord thus working in charity. 
 

Secrets of Heaven §1085 
And laid it upon the shoulder. That this signifies that they did this-that is, interpreted 
for good and excused-with all their might, is evident from the signification of 
"shoulder" as being all power. 
 

Married Love §523 

What is not lawful, is judgment as to the quality of the interior mind or soul within 
man, thus as to what his spiritual state is and hence his lot after death. This is known 
to the Lord alone. 


