Readings from the Word of God
Sunday, 31 May 2020

Mark 11:24
Therefore | say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you
receive them, and you will have them.

Luke 22:42
Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but
Yours, be done.

1Kings 8:27-30

But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens
cannot contain You. How much less this temple which | have built! Yet regard the
prayer of Your servant and his supplication, O Lorb my God, and listen to the
cry and the prayer which Your servant is praying before You today: that Your
eyes may be open toward this temple night and day, toward the place of which You
said, “My name shall be there,’” that You may hear the prayer which Your servant
makes toward this place. And may You hear the supplication of Your servant and of
Your people Israel, when they pray toward this place. Hear in heaven Your dwelling
place; and when You hear, forgive.

Numbers 26:52-56

Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. And she had an Egyptian
maidservant whose name was Hagar. So Sarai said to Abram, “See now, Jehovah
has restrained me from bearing children. Please, go in to my maid; perhaps | shall
obtain children by her.” And Abram heeded the voice of Sarai. Then Sarai, Abram’s
wife, took Hagar her maid, the Egyptian, and gave her to her husband Abram to be
his wife, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan. So he went in to
Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress
became despised in her eyes.

Then Sarai said to Abram, “My wrong be upon you! | gave my maid into your
embrace; and when she saw that she had conceived, | became despised in her
eyes. Jehovah judge between you and me.”

So Abram said to Sarai, “Indeed your maid is in your hand; do to her as you
please.” And when Sarai dealt harshly with her, she fled from her presence.

Now the Angel of Jehovah found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, by
the spring on the way to Shur. And He said, “Hagar, Sarai’'s maid, where have you
come from, and where are you going?”

She said, “| am fleeing from the presence of my mistress Sarai.”

The Angel of Jehovah said to her, “Return to your mistress, and submit yourself
under her hand.” Then the Angel of Jehovah said to her, “I will multiply your
descendants exceedingly, so that they shall not be counted for multitude.” And the
Angel of Jehovah said to her:

“‘Behold, you are with child,

And you shall bear a son.

You shall call his name Ishmael,

Because Jehovah has heard your affliction.



He shall be a wild man;

His hand shall be against every man,

And every man’s hand against him.

And he shall dwell in opposition to all his brethren.”

Then she called the name of Jehovah who spoke to her, You-are-God-who-
sees-me; for she said, “Have | also here seen Him who sees me?” Therefore the well
was called Beer Lahai Roi; observe, it is between Kadesh and Bered.

So Hagar bore Abram a son; and Abram named his son, whom Hagar bore,
Ishmael. Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.

Secrets of Heaven §1931

That 'he said, Hagar, Sarai's servant-girl' means information is clear from the train of
thought, for Hagar is addressed by the angel as if she were to inform him of
something. In the Word, even though Jehovah knows already, it is common for
Jehovah to question someone and for people to make replies to Him. He knows not
only what took place but also the causes and the ends, thus every least intimate
detail. But since a person is not aware of this and believes that nobody else can
possibly know what he does in secret, and still less what he thinks, that which takes
place therefore does so in accordance with his belief. But the truth of the matter is
that even quite common and ordinary spirits perceive a person's thoughts better than
the person does himself. Angelic spirits perceive the more interior aspects of his
thoughts, and angels those that are more interior still, that is to say, the causes and
the ends in view about which the person himself knows but little. This | have been
given to know from much and continuing experience lasting for many years. Since
spirits and angels perceive those things, what then must the perception be of the
Lord or Jehovah, who is Infinite, and who enables all others to perceive?

Matthew 16:21-23

From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to
Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and
be killed, and be raised the third day.

Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Far be it from
You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!”

But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to
Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men.”



